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Sermon #1,219 (Funeral Sermon #45): 1 Corinthians 15:1-14, 20-22 
8-8-16 (Funeral Service for Marion Whitcomb), Bethany-Princeton MN 

Christian Obituary for Marion Whitcomb 
     Marion Ruth Whitcomb was born on November 30, 1930, to Chris and 
Julia (Schumann) Knutson in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Triune God who 
gave her life in the womb and brought her safely into this world also gave 
her the new birth and saving faith when she was baptized in the name of 
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost on January 27, 1931. She con-
fessed this faith publicly when she was confirmed at Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church in Santiago Township, where she had been nourished and instruct-
ed in the faith after her parents moved to a farm in Santiago. Marion par-
took in the joys of regularly being gathered by the Holy Spirit, as a commu-
nicant member of Bethany Lutheran Church (ELS) in Princeton. The Holy 
Spirit preserved her in faith until August 3, 2016, when the holy angels car-
ried her soul to heaven. She will receive Christian burial today, August 8, to 
await the resurrection of her body when the Lord Jesus Christ returns on 
the last day with all His holy angels. 
     God’s tender mercies to Marion included joining her in holy matrimony 
with Don Whitcomb on September 25, 1948; giving her children Colleen 
(husband Jerry), Joel (wife Shauna), and Philip; 9 grandchildren, 14 great 
grandchildren, and 4 great-great-grandchildren. Blessed be her memory. 
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WE ARE GIVEN CERTAINTY THAT MARION IS ENJOYING ETERNAL LIFE 

The Text: 1 Corinthians 15:1-14, 20-22. 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare 
to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and 
in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that 
word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I de-
livered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that 
He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He 
was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by 
over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain 
to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by 
James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me al-
so, as by one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, 
who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace 
toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they 
all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 11 Therefore, 
whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 12 Now if 
Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some 
among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there 
is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 14 And if Christ 
is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 
20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits 
of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by 
Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ all shall be made alive.  

Lord, this is Your Word and these are Your words. Sanctify us by the truth. 
Your Word is truth. Lord, we thank You that Marion learned from you to 
number her days so that she gained a heart of a wisdom, that she was wise 
unto salvation, and that she prepared for the moment when You called her 
out of this valley of sorrow and took her to be with You in heaven. Help all 
who are hurting from this loss to be comforted by Your words. Amen. 

Dear fellow redeemed in our risen Lord Jesus Christ, especially Marion’s 
dear ones: The peace of the Lord be with you. Amen.  

 How can we be certain that Marion is not dead but is only sleeping? 
How can we say with certainty that she is enjoying eternal life right now? 
For that is what we are saying in giving Marion a Christian burial.  
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We are saying that she believed in Jesus Christ and therefore she 
could never die and in fact is living now; her spirit has gone to be with God 
who made her (Jn 11:25-26, Ec 12:7). At the moment of her death she was 
carried by the angels to heaven; truly, truly, the same day she went to be 
with Jesus in Paradise (Lk 16:22, 23:43), where she is now. 

We’re saying that this body is not a mere shell, but although her body 
decays, in her grave on the last day she will hear the voice of Jesus, the Son 
of Man, and will come forth to the resurrection of life (Jn 5:28-29). He will 
transform her body, by His power, to be like His glorious body (Phi 3:21).  

We know that when He appears, she will be like Him (1Jn 3:2) who 
shines brighter than all the angels in the sky; she as one of those who are 
righteous by faith will shine like the sun in the heavenly kingdom (Mt 13). 
In her own flesh she will see God, she will see Him with her own eyes, be-
cause in this life she knew and believed that her Redeemer lives! (Jb 19:25ff) 

Because He lives, she lives also (Jn 14:19). Because He is risen, she 
will rise again (1Co 15:20, 22-23). We say all of this with absolute certainty. 

 How can we do that if nobody saw Marion go to heaven at the time of 
her death? How can we be so sure? It isn’t because we’re just so sure of our-
selves, or we just believe what we believe. This certainty does not come 
from inside us. It is given to us. It comes from outside us, from God. 

 All the great things I’ve said to you so far about what is true of Marion 
right now came from the Bible. I quoted to you 11 Bible verses. These things 
did not come from my imagination. They are not what we wish could be 
true. These are actually promises from God. They’re wonderful promises 
about Marion and all Christians. How do we know they’re true?  

 The verses from 1 Corinthians 15 tell us. The apostle Paul says that 
what Jesus did in His death and resurrection was “according to the Scrip-
tures.” Then he spends a lot of time on the truth that Jesus rose from the 
dead. The truth of the Bible itself is dependent upon Jesus’ resurrection. 

 Why is this important for Marion? Because if Jesus did not rise, then 
sin and death win, then God is not true, then there is no forgiveness, and 
there’s no eternal life but this life is all there is. We hear in these verses 
from 1 Corinthians 15: “If Christ is not risen, then our preaching is emp-
ty and your faith is also empty. But now Christ is risen from the dead, 
and has become the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 
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Jesus’ resurrection is the foundation of Christianity. But today we 
narrow it down – to Marion, and us here in this room. If Jesus did not rise, 
then God is not true, Marion was still in her sins, death would be the end for 
Marion, there would be no heaven for Marion, and this life is all there was 
for her and all we would be left with is unending misery, sadness, and grief. 

We all loved Marion. She was always present, very involved, she loved 
the little things, she took care of everything, she was a loyal friend. She did 
not want a fuss to be made of her but she sure fussed over the needs of oth-
ers. She did not advertise her kindnesses to others. She was in church every 
Sunday. She was a model for what we want to be like. And yet none of this 
could help her gain entrance into heaven and eternal life. None of it could 
count for anything in God’s sight, to balance out her sins. “The wages of sin 
is death” (Ro 6:23). Her sins condemned her. Nothing she could do herself 
would take that away. She couldn’t be considered righteous by God, in com-
parison to other people who had done less good or had worse sins. “There 
is none righteous, no, not one” (Ro 3:10), and that included Marion. 

She needed a Savior, and she needed this to be true. What we see in 
these verses from 1 Corinthians 15 is that there is such a Savior. He is true. 

The apostles knew the resurrection of Jesus was true. They were 
eyewitnesses. The risen Jesus appeared to them all those times that we 
heard – “that He was seen by Cephas [Peter], by the twelve, by over five 
hundred brethren at once, by all the apostles.” Jesus’ resurrection, and 
the eyewitness testimony that has never been disproven, proves everything 
in the Bible is true. His resurrection proves the words He spoke were true, 
and that all the words in the Bible are true, they’re all the words of the Lord. 

So all those things I said about Marion are true. They are not just 
things we wish or imagine to be true about her. They are true because this 
has been revealed in the Bible, which Jesus’ resurrection reveals to be true. 

The only way Marion could have this, is by faith in Jesus. Did she be-
lieve? Yes. When she came to church every week, and also in our private 
visits, she confessed her sins. She said that she had sinned against God in 
thought, word, and deed and that she was sorry to God for her sins. She con-
fessed she needed a Savior. She also said that she believed that Jesus died 
for her. She believed that God forgave all her sins for Jesus’ sake. 

So we can be certain that, since she believed in Jesus Christ, therefore 
she could never die and in fact is living now; her spirit has gone to be with 
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God who made her. We can be sure that at the moment of her death she was 
carried by the angels to heaven, she went to be with Jesus in Paradise. 

We can be certain that although her body decays, in her grave on the 
last day she will hear the voice of Jesus, the Son of Man, and will come forth 
to the resurrection of life. We believe He will transform her body, by His 
power, to be like His glorious body. When He appears, she will be like Him 
and shine like the sun in the heavenly kingdom. In her own flesh she will 
see God, she will see Him with her own eyes, because in this life she knew 
and believed that her Redeemer lives! Because He lives, she lives also. Be-
cause He is risen, she will rise again. We can be sure and certain of this. 

So could Marion. She was sure and certain of these things. It was not 
because she was such a strong believer in and of herself. This certainty was 
given to her. This faith was given to her. It was grace, the gift of God. 

This is also what these verses in 1 Corinthians 15 teach. St. Paul says: 
“I declare to you the Gospel which I preached to you, which also you 
received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you 
hold fast that word which I preached to you. By the grace of God I am 
what I am. I labored, yet not I but the grace of God which was with me.”  

Marion held fast to God’s Word which was preached to her. The Gos-
pel – the good news about her Savior and her salvation – saved her. All the-
se wonderful comforting promises, she received this with humble faith and 
joy, she held fast to these promises, and she was definitely saved by them. 

She believed these things because she heard them in His Word, on a 
weekly basis in church and Bible class, and by grace she believed them. She 
was there in Bible class at what we (sadly) call the “widows’ table.” But real-
ly, if we believe what God has spoken, we would understand that she was 
not a widow. For Don her husband really went to be with Jesus in heaven 13 
years ago, he was living all this time, and Marion knew and believed it, and 
now she sees and enjoys him like never before, she sees what she believed.  

But she never would have had this faith or kept this faith without 
hearing the Gospel regularly, so that this faith could be given to her by God 
the Holy Spirit through the Gospel. As we will sing in a moment: “I cling to 
what my Savior taught, and trust it, whether felt or not.” Her clinging or hold-
ing onto the Word and to her Savior, was really her Savior holding onto her, 
using His Word. She too could say: “By the grace of God I am what I am. I 
labored, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” Amen! 


